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LAHORE : A delegation of Lahore Rice Exporters Association called on Punjab Governor Chaudhry 

Muhammad Sarwar and handed him over eight ventilators and 150 tonne rice as donation for the poor 

families affected by the situation created by coronavirus pandemic.  

Lahore Rice Exporters Association’s Chief Shahjahan Malik, Convener Pir Nazim Shah and General 

Secretary Kashif-ur-Rehman met with Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar. On this 

occasion, All Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APTMA) group leader Gohar Ejaz, King Edward 

Medical University (KEMU) Vice-Chancellor Prof Khalid Masood and Universiy of Health Sciences 

Vice-Chancellor Dr Javed Akram were also present. 

Talking to the media after the meeting, Punjab Governor Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar said, “We are 

thankful to the rice exporters association and their other friends for donating ventilators and rice for the 

needy in this time of difficulty.” The ventilators, he said, will be provided to various hospitals of Lahore, 

including Jinnah Hospital and Mayo Hospital. The role and contribution of philanthropists and business 

community to the war against corona is highly commendable. No doubt, corona pandemic is spreading 

fast with every passing day. Tens of thousands of families in Pakistan are facing financial constraints in 

the prevailing situation due to coronavirus, therefore, all segments of society will have to fulfil their 

responsibility by advocating government’s efforts. 

The Punjab governor said, “We in collaboration with Punjab Development Network have started supply 

of ration to 300,000 deserving families and I am also monitoring the whole situation in this regard on a 

daily basis.” 

Lahore Rice Exporters Association’s chief Shahjahan Malik, convener Pir Nazim Shah and General 

Secretary Kashif-ur-Rehman said that Pakistan’s economy was suffering huge losses due to the situation 

created by coronavirus. “Despite all odds, we are standing with the poor and affected families,” they 

said. 

Soft loans: The State Bank of Pakistan’s announced to extend employers soft loans for payment of 

wages to workers during the coronavirus pandemic is timely and correct step to save the industry and the 

jobs of workers. 

This was said by Towel Manufacturers Association of Pakistan Chairman Tahir Jahangir in a statement 

issued on Saturday. 
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“We are grateful to the government for the measure and will try to put it to best use and we would be 

able to protect our workers from hardships, and our companies from closure,” he said. 

He hoped that the commercial banks would implement the scheme with the same spirit, not creating 

impediments to its quick implementation. 

Speedy process is also of importance as the companies would have to pay the April salaries early to the 

workers as the holy month of Ramazan would start around April 25. Most families would like to buy 

daily-use commodities before the start of Ramazan so that they could fast comfortably, said Towel 

Manufacturers Association of Pakistan chairman. 

“We hope that the banks will not hinder provision of the loans to the companies by demanding fresh 

collaterals. If it happens, the implementation of the scheme would delay for months. Or it may not get 

implemented at all,” he said. Similarly, extra stringent rules and regulations may thwart quick utilisation 

of the loan scheme. He stated, “We hope the SBP and the commercial banks will ensure quick 

implementation of the scheme.” 

PMA: The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) doctors fighting against coronavirus must be protected 

all over Pakistan on a priority basis because they and their families are at risk. 

In a statement here on Saturday, PMA (Centre) Secretary General Dr SM Qaisar Sajjad observed that so 

many doctors had been found positive with coronavirus; one of the recent examples is of ENT Professor 

Dr Muhammad Javed of Hayatabad Medical Complex, Peshawar, who has been tested positive for 

coronavirus and has been shifted to ICU. He is on ventilator and fighting for his life. 

The PMA office-bearer said, “Two of our doctors, Dr Usama Riaz and Dr Abdul Qadir Soomro, have 

died so far while fighting on the frontline. Unfortunately, no compensation has been announced yet for 

the families of the deceased doctors, he said. 

“We demand the federal government and the provincial governments concerned urgently announce not 

only a compensation amount for the families but there should also be a regular monthly support amount 

for the education, health and utilities for the families of the deceased doctors.” 

Meanwhile, PMA Lahore chapter condemned Federal Health Ministry for, what it called, destructive 

initiative to destroy Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) on the instigation of federal health 

task force. The PMA said the national institute should not be ruined. “PMA reiterated that PMA will 

protect the institution at every cost,” Dr Malik Shahid Shaukat, general secretary of PMA Lahore 

chapter, said in a statement on Saturday. 
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